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Professional Learning Network Project 

 Professional learning networks (PLNs) provide educators with the opportunity to interact, 

learn and share resources with other educators. It is an environment where individuals make 

personal connections with each other to grow. By participating in a PLN, educators are not only 

able to grow but meet various standards, such as Learner, Leader, Collaborator and Citizen, of 

the 2016 International Society for Technology in Educators (ISTE) 2016 Standards for 

Educators. Over the course of the spring semester, I was able to begin establishing my 

professional learning networks through the creation of my own blog, engaging on social media 

sites, such as Twitter and Pinterest, and joining Common Sense Media and the Association for 

Middle Level Educators (AMLE). Through participation in the different organizations, I was 

able to grow in the ISTE standards and was able to reflect on opportunities for further 

professional growth.  

 Whitby (2014) highlights the importance of being a connected educator and the rewards 

that come from being involved in PLNs. He traced the experience of six educators who 

experienced professional growth by engaging on Twitter. In particular, I was able to relate to 

Rusual Alrubail’s nerves with participating in Twitter chats (Whitby, 2014). As a pre-service 

teacher, I was not sure what I had to offer by participating in Twitter chats but over the course of 

the semester I was able to dive into the #122edchat on at least three separate occasions. Through 

participating in these chats, I realized that my ideas and experiences are valuable even as a pre-

service teacher, that the educator Twitter community is extremely welcoming, and that there is so 



much to learn. The Twitter chats taught me how some teachers use gamification in the 

classroom, how they keep students and themselves motivated, and creative ways to use 

technology in the classroom. If it were not for schedule conflicts, I would have most likely 

participated in even more Twitter chats. By being involved in these Twitter chats, I was able to 

improve as a learner by improving my practices and learning from other educators, discovering 

current trends, and participating in a local and global learning network. Also, through simply 

establishing a Twitter account and sharing resources, I have given myself a positive digital 

footprint, advancing me as a digital citizen. Lastly, my participation on Twitter helped me to 

grow as a collaborator because I was able to reach out to other professionals for ideas; although I 

did not always get responses, I was able to see their ideas of how they are connecting to each 

other in the classroom through programs like FlipGrid. As David Weinberger said, “The smartest 

person in the room is the room itself, and social media, whether it is LinkedIn, Twitter, or the G+ 

community, has been that room for me” (Whitby, 2014). 

 According to the ITSE 2016 Standards, a digital citizen is an educator who contributes 

positively and responsibly to the digital world and inspires their students to do the same. 

Pinterest, AMLE and Common Sense Media are powerhouses to be involved with as part of a 

PLN. I found all three of these websites harder to get direct feedback from other educators but I 

did find resources about digital citizenship, project-based learning and how to collaborate in a 

digital world. These sites also helped connect me to resources that are free to use or available 

through a Creative Commons License. Waters and Burt (2017) highlighted the significance of 

understanding how to use a Creative Commons License because you cannot use everything you 

find on the web and it is essential to understand fair use and how to convey this information to 

the students. I was also able to serve as a contributor on all three of these platforms by sharing 



resources that I had discovered and created. As a leader on these sites, as well as Twitter, I 

advocated for resources and websites that lobbied for a break in the digital divide. Overall, I did 

find Pinterest, Common Sense Media and AMLE were informative and a good way to build 

resources and share feedback on resources but not an area of high interaction with other 

professionals.  

 The ITSE Standards for Educators 2016 provides standards for how educators should 

interact, grow and develop individually and in helping their students. According to these 

standards, educators should be learners, leaders, citizens, collaborators, designers, facilitators and 

analysts. From my engagement in developing a Professional Learning Network, I have begun to 

connect with other educators on a local and global level. It has given me a deeper insight on how 

to connect with others, how to implement technology in the class and where to find support of 

like-minded individuals. In addition, I have learned that I can contribute to the PLN world even 

as a pre-service teacher by sharing my resources, observations and materials I have created. 

Through my blog, I can use the posted Creative Commons License to provide resources and 

criteria that will be useful for my peers and other educators. Moving forward, I plan to continue 

placing an emphasis on developing my PLN through participating in Twitter chats, remaining 

active on Pinterest and updating my blog. As an educator, you are a life-long learner, and by 

developing and fostering a strong Professional Learning Network, you are paving the way for the 

future leaving a positive digital footprint in your path. 
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Social Media Profile 1: Twitter 

 

 

Social Media Profile #2: Pinterest 

 

https://www.twitter.com/mrsmpeloquin
http://www.pinterest.com/mrsmpeloquin
https://twitter.com/mrsmpeloquin
https://www.pinterest.com/mrsmpeloquin/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/701998660641158868/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/701998660641158803/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/701998660641093105/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/2322237292281443/


Resource Community Participation: Common Sense 

 

Show Me Review: 

 

 

Aviary Review:  

 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/users/mpeloquin
https://www.commonsense.org/education/users/mpeloquin
https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/showme-interactive-whiteboard-teacher-review/4613131
https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/photo-editor-by-aviary-teacher-review/4588286


Discovery VR Review: 

 

PenPal Schools Review: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/discovery-vr-teacher-review/4613121
https://www.commonsense.org/education/website/penpal-schools-teacher-review/4612826


Professional Organization: AMLE 

 

There was not a profile page to share so I am attaching proof of membership. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet.aspx?ArtMID=888&ArticleID=923
http://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet.aspx?ArtMID=888&ArticleID=907
http://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet.aspx?ArtMID=888&ArticleID=904

